


Suggested Bridge Building Equipment

A suggested set of equipment for bridge building projects is given below. There are other tools and special bridge testing equipment that are available.  But these were found to be the most useful over 20 plus years of bridge building projects. More information is available in the instructor’s notes.

The following equipment can be purchased from Pitsco Education.  Other vendors also carry this equipment.  The pictures are taken from the 2016 Pitsco Edcuation catalog.

Order Toll-Free: 800-835-0686 Email Order: orders@pitsco.com Order Online: www.pitsco.com Online Support: Pitsco.com/help
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ModelSmart Bridge Design Software

You can find it at Pitsco and other vendors, but it is cheaper on the actual ModelSmart site shown below.  You can also e-mail for quantity discounts.
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http://www.pre-engineering.com/modelsmart/ms.html
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Other Useful Equipment

	Masking Tape
	Large Paper Roll – used for 2D momentum ball drop 
	Cardboard pieces for students to cut balsa wood
	Single edged razor blades (depending on age and maturity of students)
	Digital Scale (up to 30 pounds)
	Bucket with handle
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HEAVY-DUTY
SOFT-HANDLE
SNAP BLADE KNIFE
This Excel-brand utility knife
is designed for a comfortable grip. The rigid metal sleeve
provides safety and durability, and the positive slide-lock mechanism
makes one-hand operation safe. Comes with five 7-point snap blades
stored within the handle. Great for use on heavy plastics, Sheetrock,

wood, and much more.

QX58899—$5.25

10 or more—$4.75 each

QX58900 Replacement Blades (pkg of 5)—$2.25
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EASY CUTTER ULTIMATE TOOL
Looking for the ultimate tool when
cutting wood for your tower-, bridge-, or
model-building project? The Easy Cutter
Ultimate features a self-indexing, movable fence
with seven popular angles from 45° to 135°.
Students simply select an angle and click the
fence into position. The tool cuts strips of wood
up to 1/2" thick in just seconds, eliminating the
need for protractors and squares. With a no-slip
rubber grip and a safety-lock handle, there’s no

better way to describe this tool than easy.
QX58813—5$24.95
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STRUCTURES GLUE
A Pitsco Exclusive

You've seen it at regional, state, and
national competitions! Pink, green, and blue
glues are a hit with teachers and students alike.
Specially formulated for student-engineered
wooden structures, the color makes it quick
and easy to locate and judge glue joints.
Available in two or 16 ounces.
QX51751 (2 oz, green)—$2.25
QX51749 (16 oz, green)—$5.50
QX51746 (2 oz, blue)—$2.25
QX51748 (16 oz, blue)—$5.50
10 or more of 2 oz (one color)—$2.05 each
10 or more of 16 oz (one color)—$5.05 each
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GLUE BOTTLEW/LID
(202)

Flexible plastic. Squeeze
bottle is perfect for dispensing

glue. Spout and tip included.
QX35590 (pkg of 30)—$22
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INSTA-CURE
THIN GLUE
A Pitsco Exclusive

This thin-viscosity
cyanoacrylate (CA) adhesive
is the best CA for balsa wood.
Dries in 1-3 seconds. Joint
between members should be

tight (no gaps).
QX58923 (1 0z)—$4.95
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WAXED PAPER
Perfect for covering
student drawings when building
model bridges, towers, gliders, and
other projects. Structural members can
be pinned to the drawing (on foam board)
for gluing. When the structure is dry, it will easily
lift from the waxed paper, and the template can be
reused. 1 ftx 25 yd.

QX50032—$2.25
10 or more—$2.05 each
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LIL' TERMITE
SANDER
A Pitsco Exclusive

The Lil'
Termite Sander
creates more
precise angles
and tighter joints for
wood structures - as well
as deburrs axles for dragsters.
Either make angles freehand or
use the etched miter angles on the
sanding table.

Dimensions are 5" x 3" x 2-1/4" with
around sanding surface 1-1/2" in diameter.
Includes five sanding discs and a sanding disc
cleaner. Uses 110-120 VAC wall outlet.

QX30574—$59
QX30742 Replacement Sanding Discs (pkg of 5)—$3.95
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BASSWOOD STRIPS

Use these basswood strips for projects such as
structural bridges and other activities.
QX51590 (3/32" x 3/32" x 24") (50 pieces)—$9.95
QX51591 (1/8" x 1/8" x 24") (50 pieces)—$9.95
QX51593 (1/4" x 1/4" x 24") (20 pieces)—$9.95
QX51592 (1/8" x 3" x 24") (15 pieces)—$21
QX51625 (1/4" x 3" x 24") (10 pieces)—$25
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BALSA WOOD MEGAPACK
For teachers who regularly incorporate tower- and bridge-building

activities into their curriculum, this Balsa Wood MegaPack is a great buy.
Get 500 pieces of balsa wood, each measuring 1/8" x 1/8" x 24",
QX12739—$65
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FEATURES

«1/8" ruler marks etched into the base

«'Sure-cut’ groove under the blade ensures
complete cuts every time

TIMBER CUTTER
A Pitsco Exclusive
The Timber Cutter is a helpful tool for cutting 1/8" wooden sticks.
We recommend it for bridge and tower building as well as other model
projects. The see-through safety guard limits finger access to the blade.
A single-edged razor blade provides a clean, accurate cut. Miter
marks are molded into the base to use as a reference when making
angle cuts. Five extra blades are included. Additional replacement

blades sold separately.
QX18818—$19.95
10 or more—$17.95 each





